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SUBCHAPTER B—COMMON CARRIER SERVICES

PART 20—COMMERCIAL MOBILE
RADIO SERVICES

Sec.
20.1 Purpose.
20.3 Definitions.
20.5 Citizenship.
20.6 CMRS spectrum aggregation limit.
20.7 Mobile services.
20.9 Commercial mobile radio service.
20.11 Interconnection to facilities of local

exchange carriers.
20.12 Resale and roaming.
20.13 State petitions for authority to regu-

late rates.
20.15 Requirements under Title II of the

Communications Act.
20.18 911 Service.

AUTHORITY: Secs. 4, 251–2, 303, and 332, 48
Stat. 1066, 1062, as amended; 47 U.S.C. 154,
251–4, 303, and 332 unless otherwise noted.
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§ 20.1 Purpose.
The purpose of these rules is to set

forth the requirements and conditions
applicable to commercial mobile radio
service providers.

§ 20.3 Definitions.
Automatic Number Identification. A

system which permits the identifica-
tion of the caller’s telephone number.

Code Identification. A Mobile Identi-
fication Number for calls carried over
the facilities of a cellular or Broadband
PCS licensees, or the functional equiv-
alent of a Mobile Identification Num-
ber in the case of calls carried over the
facilities of a Specialized Mobile Radio
Services.

Commercial mobile radio service. A mo-
bile service that is:

(a)(1) provided for profit, i.e., with
the intent of receiving compensation or
monetary gain;

(2) An interconnected service; and
(3) Available to the public, or to such

classes of eligible users as to be effec-
tively available to a substantial por-
tion of the public; or

(b) The functional equivalent of such
a mobile service described in paragraph
(a) of this section.

Incumbent Wide Area SMR Licensees.
Licensees who have obtained extended

implementation authorizations in the
800 MHz or 900 MHz service, either by
waiver or under Section 90.629 of these
rules, and who offer real-time, two-way
voice service that is interconnected
with the public switched network.

Interconnection or Interconnected. Di-
rect or indirect connection through
automatic or manual means (by wire,
microwave, or other technologies such
as store and forward) to permit the
transmission or reception of messages
or signals to or from points in the pub-
lic switched network.

Interconnected Service. A service: (a)
That is interconnected with the public
switched network, or interconnected
with the public switched network
through an interconnected service pro-
vider, that gives subscribers the capa-
bility to communicate to or receive
communication from all other users on
the public switched network; or

(b) For which a request for such
interconnection is pending pursuant to
section 332(c)(1)(B) of the Communica-
tions Act, 47 U.S.C. 332(c)(1)(B). A mo-
bile service offers interconnected serv-
ice even if the service allows subscrib-
ers to access the public switched net-
work only during specified hours of the
day, or if the service provides general
access to points on the public switched
network but also restricts access in
certain limited ways. Interconnected
service does not include any interface
between a licensee’s facilities and the
public switched network exclusively
for a licensee’s internal control pur-
poses.

Mobile Identification Number. A 34-bit
number that is a digital representation
of the 10-digit directory telephone
number assigned to a mobile station.

Mobile Service. A radio communica-
tion service carried on between mobile
stations or receivers and land stations,
and by mobile stations communicating
among themselves, and includes:

(a) Both one-way and two-way radio
communications services;

(b) A mobile service which provides a
regularly interacting group of base,
mobile, portable, and associated con-
trol and relay stations (whether li-
censed on an individual, cooperative, or
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multiple basis) for private one-way or
two-way land mobile radio communica-
tions by eligible users over designated
areas of operation; and

(c) Any service for which a license is
required in a personal communications
service under part 24 of this chapter.

Private Mobile Radio Service. A mobile
service that is neither a commercial
mobile radio service nor the functional
equivalent of a service that meets the
definition of commercial mobile radio
service. Private mobile radio service
includes the following:

(a) Not-for-profit land mobile radio
and paging services that serve the li-
censee’s internal communications
needs as defined in part 90 of this chap-
ter. Shared-use, cost-sharing, or coop-
erative arrangements, multiple li-
censed systems that use third party
managers or users combining resources
to meet compatible needs for special-
ized internal communications facilities
in compliance with the safeguards of
§ 90.179 of this chapter are presump-
tively private mobile radio services;

(b) Mobile radio service offered to re-
stricted classes of eligible users. This
includes the following services: Public
Safety Radio Services; Special Emer-
gency Radio Service; Industrial Radio
Services (excluding Business Radio
Services that offer customers for-profit
interconnected services); Land Trans-
portation Radio Services; and Radio-
location Services;

(c) 220–222 MHz land mobile service
and Automatic Vehicle Monitoring sys-
tems (part 90 of this chapter) that do
not offer interconnected service or that
are not-for-profit; and

(d) Personal Radio Services under
part 95 of this chapter (General Mobile
Services, Radio Control Radio Serv-
ices, and Citizens Band Radio Serv-
ices); Maritime Service Stations (ex-
cluding Public Coast stations) (part 80
of this chapter); and Aviation Service
Stations (part 87 of this chapter).

Pseudo Automatic Number Identifica-
tion. A system which identifies the lo-
cation of the base station or cell site
through which a mobile call originates.

Public Safety Answering Point. A point
that has been designated to receive 911
calls and route them to emergency
service personnel.

Public Switched Network. Any com-
mon carrier switched network, whether
by wire or radio, including local ex-
change carriers, interexchange car-
riers, and mobile service providers,
that use the North American Number-
ing Plan in connection with the provi-
sion of switched services.

[59 FR 18495, Apr. 19, 1994, as amended at 61
FR 38402, July 24, 1996; 61 FR 40352, Aug. 2,
1996]

§ 20.5 Citizenship.

(a) This rule implements section 310
of the Communications Act, 47 U.S.C.
310, regarding the citizenship of licens-
ees in the commercial mobile radio
services. Commercial mobile radio
service authorizations may not be
granted to or held by:

(1) Any foreign government or any
representative thereof;

(2) Any alien or the representative of
any alien;

(3) Any corporation organized under
the laws of any foreign government;

(4) Any corporation of which any offi-
cer or director is an alien or of which
more than one-fifth of the capital
stock is owned of record or voted by
aliens or their representatives or by a
foreign government or representative
thereof or by any corporation orga-
nized under the laws of a foreign coun-
try; or

(5) Any corporation directly or indi-
rectly controlled by any other corpora-
tion of which any officer or more than
one-fourth of the directors are aliens,
or of which more than one-fourth of
the capital stock is owned of record or
voted by aliens, their representatives,
or by a foreign government or rep-
resentative thereof, or by any corpora-
tion organized under the laws of a for-
eign country, if the Commission finds
that the public interest will be served
by the refusal or revocation of such li-
cense.

(b) The limits listed in paragraph (a)
of this section may be exceeded by eli-
gible individuals who held ownership
interests on May 24, 1993, pursuant to
the waiver provisions established in
section 332(c)(6) of the Communications
Act. Transfers of ownership to any
other person in violation of paragraph
(a) of this section are prohibited.
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